
GET YOUR IELT FACTS HERE  

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is a standardized English 

language test which is designed to test the English language proficiency for non-native 

English Speakers. The exams are for foreign speakers who wish to study, work and live 

in an English-speaking environment 

 

The IELTS exams are offered in different countries including Ghana. So, in this guide, 
we’ll be showing you the online registration procedure for IELTS in Ghana. 

To register and take the IELTS test in Ghana is very simple. All you need to do is check 

the online portal for admissions and register for the exam at a date scheduled. There 
are many test centres in Ghana, so you can choose the one closest to you. Below is a 
guide on how to register for IELTS exams in Ghana. 

IELT Ghana Online Registration 

Registering for IELTS in Ghana isn’t that difficult. As such, we’ve put together a step by 
step guide on how to register for IELTS online in Ghana. 

1. First, find an IELTS exams centre in Ghana. There are officially four centres in 

Ghana: Cape Coast, Accra, Kumasi and Tamale. It’s advisable you choose the 

one closest to you. 

2. Register for your test. This can be done in two ways. You can pay for your 

test either online registration system or via bank transfer to any branch of 

Standard Chartered Bank in Ghana using the British Council Virtual Account 

deposit slip. If you are going for the second option, then make sure you 

attach your national identification documents when submitting at the local 

test centre. 

3. IELTS test date and confirmation. Once you have successfully registered, 

you’ll receive a confirmation message that indicates the date and time for 

which you have been scheduled for the exams. 

4. Your speaking test may be scheduled on the same day as other sections, or 

on a different day usually with a 7-day period before or after your main test 

date. 

5. After booking your test, you’ll also receive an automatic email with your 

access codes to the free online courses. 

https://ieltsregistration.britishcouncil.org/?&_ga=2.179588068.1388129912.1555917059-146162364.1551788905#/test-chooser/gh


6. You will also receive your IELTS Reference Number to access the Test Taker 

Portal. Please make sure that you have included your email address correctly 

when you book your test. 

 
Note the following: 

 The IELTS exam is not recommended for test-takers under the age of 16. 

 Knowing about the specific exam dates can be useful as they will help you 

plan on how to attend IELTS classes in Ghana as this could improve your 

performance in the exams. 

Requirements for IELT Exams in Ghana 

Candidates will not be allowed to take the test without the original ID document. The ID 

document should be Passport/ National ID for Ghanaians. A student ID, Voters ID and 
driver’s license will not be accepted. 

The ID document is strictly a valid Passport for non-Ghanaians. Any other identity 

document will not be accepted. Please note that candidates under 18 years of age have 
to supply written consent by a parent or guardian in order to apply for a test place. 

Cost of IELT Test in Ghana 

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) exam is taken after settling 

a certain amount of fees. The fee depends on the type of test that you want to take. 
Below is the breakdown of fee for IELTS test in Ghana. 

 Academic and General Training (Paper-based & Computer-based) – 

  UKVI (Academic and General Training) – GHS 2000 GHS ( Classes Fee 800 

GHS ) 

 Life Skills (A1 and B1) –  

 Academic & General Training – Abidjan –  

 
NB: If you are applying for a visa to migrate to the UK then you may need to apply for 

the IELT for UKVI test. 

However, you may have to incur extra costs for attending classes that will prepare you 
for the exams. The British Council in Ghana is responsible for registering people for the 

https://www.britishcouncil.org.gh/exam/ielts/test-taker-portal
https://www.britishcouncil.org.gh/exam/ielts/test-taker-portal
https://www.britishcouncil.org.gh/exam/ielts/test-taker-portal


course. The areas offering these test are currently in Kumasi, Accra, Cape Coast and, 
Tamale. 

IELT Ghana Test Dates 

The British Council offers the registration to interested candidates on a first come first 
serve basis. In fact, it is recommended that people find out the dates the exams are 
scheduled to happen and then plan to register at least five weeks before their preferred 

dates. However, there may be slots available even later than this period. You need to 
keep checking online for the status of the test places availability since it ceases to show 
once the application slots are all filled up. 

How to Prepare for IELT Writing Test 
 

How to Prepare for the IELTS Writing Test… When registering for the International 
English Language Testing System (IELTS) exams, you’ll be required to pass through 
several tests. One of those tests is the IELTS writing test. 

Your writing skill is one of the major IELTS Test assessment. In the writing skill section, 
you’ll have just 60 minutes to complete two writing tasks with a minimum of 150 words 
for task 1 and 250 for task 2. 

While this can be very tricky, we’ll give you a general overview of what to expect from 
the IELTS writing test. 

Purpose of the Writing Test 
The IELTS writing test is designed to assess a wide range of writing skills, including how 
well you write a response appropriately, organise ideas and use a range of vocabulary 

and grammar accurately 

Timing of IELT Writing Test 

The IELTS Writing test takes 60 minutes. Spend 20 minutes on Task 1, and 40 minutes 

on Task 2. You will need to manage your own time, so make sure you move on to Task 
2 after 20 minutes. 

Two tasks 

There are two tasks in the IELTS Writing test. You will be asked to write at least 150 
words for Task 1 and at least 250 words for Task 2. 

https://ghstudents.com/ielts-test-date-and-centers-in-ghana/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-test-date-and-centers-in-ghana/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-test-date-and-centers-in-ghana/


How to Prepare for IELT Writing Test 

Most candidates usually dread the writing test. Writing isn’t something that you can 
self-study. For those who aren’t confident with their English abilities, it can cause 
anxiety as this test demands precision in terms of grammar, vocabulary used and 

cohesiveness between sentences. Even those who call English their native language and 
are trained in it have failed the test! 

But with enough preparation and practice, anyone can pass this test. Below are some 

tips on what you can do to prepare: 

1. Be Mindful of Your Word Count 

In the IELTS writing test assessment, a candidate is required to provide at least 150 

word written response in Task 1, while Task 2 requires at least a 250 word written 
response. If you don’t write the word count, you’ll lose marks. In fact, even though you 
are just a few words below the word count, you’re still at a risk of losing marks. There 

is no upper limit on how many words you can write. 

You should aim to write between 160 to 200 for Task 1 and 260 to 300 for Task 2. This 
will ensure that you do not lose marks for writing too little while also ensuring you 

aren’t adding too much additional information. Now, you don’t need to spend time 
counting the words rather, learn to count the words by lines. 

2. Manage Your Time Wisely 

You need to learn proper time management when writing your test. Spend not more 
than 20 minutes for Task 1. Task 2 contributes double the marks so it’s important to 

ensure you have at least 40 minutes left for this part. 

Both tasks require planning and checking, so it would be wise to factor in four minutes 
or less before and after answering each task. It is recommended you practice time 

management even before you enter the exam hall. 

3. Understand the Requirements of Both Tasks 

The IELTS examiners use detailed performance descriptors when assessing your 
answers for both tasks: 

--> 

 Task achievement (25 percent); 



 Coherent and cohesion (25 percent); 

 Vocabulary (25 percent); and 

 Grammatical range and accuracy (25 percent) 
Your final score will be the average of the four criterion above. 

For further explanation on each criterion, check out British Council’s website for 

the details for Task 1 and Task 2, respectively. 

4. Practice 

You need to practice and keep on practising. There are over a thousand resources both 
online and offline for both tasks. Although model answers are plenty, your practice 
should not include memorising them as examiners can spot such answers and you will 

risk having your entire test rendered invalid. We recommend you download IELTS 
writing test samples with answers for a general overview. 

Importantly, you need to get your spelling, grammar and punctuation right. These 

aren’t things you can cram the night before so you best sharpen your skills for each as 
much as possible before taking the test. The more mistakes you make, the lower your 
score will be so best to ensure you make as little as possible. 

Knowing the proper answer structures for each task is important, too. This is 
particularly true for Task 1 as these sentence structures can, to some extent, be easily 
learned and adapted to suit the several types of Task 1. 

How to Prepare for IELT Reading Test 
 

How to Prepare for the IELTS Reading Test… When registering for the International 
English Language Testing System (IELTS) exams, you’ll be required to pass through 
several tests. One of those tests is the IELTS reading test (IELTS Academic Reading 

test or IELTS General Training Reading test). 

Your reading skill is one of the major IELTS Test assessment. In the reading skill 
section, You’ll be asked to read three different passages and respond to related 

questions in your IELTS Reading test. 

The test consists of 3 texts and 40 questions which you have to answer within 60 
minutes. Though the questions may look scientific, you won’t need any specialized 

vocabulary to answer them. 

-- 

 

https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/IELTS_task_1_Writing_band_descriptors.pdf
https://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/2018-01/IELTS_task_2_Writing_band_descriptors.pdf
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-writing-test-samples/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-writing-test-samples/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/&media=https://ghstudents.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/IELTS-Reading-Test.jpg&description=How+to+Prepare+for+IELTS+Reading+Test
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/&media=https://ghstudents.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/IELTS-Reading-Test.jpg&description=How+to+Prepare+for+IELTS+Reading+Test
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/&media=https://ghstudents.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/IELTS-Reading-Test.jpg&description=How+to+Prepare+for+IELTS+Reading+Test


Purpose of the IELT Reading Test 
The IELTS Reading test is designed to assess a wide range of reading skills, including 

how well you read for the general sense of a passage, read for the main ideas, read for 
detail, understand inferences and implied meaning, recognise a writer’s opinions, 
attitudes and purpose, follow the development of an argument. 

This is the case for whichever version of the IELTS test (academic or general training 
reading test) you are taking. 

Timing of IELT Reading Test 

The IELTS Reading test takes 60 minutes. You are not allowed any extra time to 
transfer your answers, so write them directly on to your answer sheet. 

You will need to manage your time during the test because you will not be told when to 
start or finish each section. 

Three sections of the IELT Reading Test 

You will be given three different passages to read, each with accompanying questions. 
You can expect to read 2,150 – 2,750 words in total during your test. 

 
RECOMMENDED: 

 IELTS Academic Reading Practice Tests Samples (Download PDF) 

 

 IELTS General Training Reading Practice Tests Samples (Download PDF) 

 

How to Prepare for IELT Reading Test 

Many candidates who are taking part in the IELTS reading test often dread the test. 
Candidates start reading and the panic when they encounter words they don’t know or 

see that time is against them to go through the lengthy texts given. 

But with enough preparation and practice, anyone can pass this test. Below are some 
tips on what you can do to prepare: 

https://ghstudents.com/ielts-academic-reading-practice-tests/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-general-training-reading-practice-tests/


1. Master the Types of Questions 

The IELTS reading test has 14 types of questions. This may be a lot for many 
candidates, but you can strategies and answer them correctly. You can check the full 
list of the types of questions for more explanation. 

Most candidates have difficulties with the True, False, Not Given category where you’ll 
be asked to classify whether the statements given match, contradict or are not found in 
the passages. This will test how well you understand paraphrasing and looking for 

meaning 

2. Time Management 

You need to learn proper time management when it comes to the IELTS reading test. A 

candidate who knows how to manage time has the upper hand. You should learn time 
management even before you enter the examination hall. practice timing yourself at 
home and at mock tests several times before your exam date. 

3. Focus on the Questions 

Most candidates spend time reading all the texts given without giving a thought to the 
questions. It is recommended that students should first start with reading the questions 

instead so that you’ll be able to spot which information you’ll need from the passages. 
Then, note down the information as you spot them. 

If you read the passage, then read the questions and then head back to the passage to 

scan for the information, it will take a whole lot more time. 

4. Be calm when you see unknown words 

Certainly, you’ll find unknown words but stay calm. You might not know the meaning 
but you could figure out what it entails from the sentence. So, don’t panic when you 
come across unfamiliar words. Instead, scan the entire sentence for context and you 

should be able to comprehend the sentence. 

5. Move on 

Move on if you don’t have an answer to a particular question. Don’t waste time on one 
question and lose time on other questions (that you will most likely get right!). After all, 
you can always come back to these questions when you have time. 

 

http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-reading-question-types/
http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-reading-question-types/
http://ieltsliz.com/ielts-reading-question-types/


IELT General Training Reading Practice Tests  

 

Do you need IELTS general training reading test samples with answers? You are at the 
right place. One of the secrets of passing the International English Language Testing 

System (IELTS) exams is proper preparation. A better way of preparing is by having 
access to test samples with answers. 

These IELTS general training reading test samples are just to give you a brief overview 

of what you should expect on the day of your exams. So, if you have registered for 
IELTS exams, you need these reading test samples to boost your chances of passing. 

Apart from the reading test samples, you can also see our guide on how to prepare for 

IELTS reading test. This guide tells you everything that you need to know about the 
IELTS academic and general training reading test. 

IELT General Training Reading Practice Tests 

The IELTS general training reading test is a 60 minutes long examination. It comprises 

of three (3) sections. 

Section 1 contains two or three short factual texts, one of which may be a composite 

(consisting of 6-8 short texts related by topic, eg. hotel advertisements). Topics are 

relevant to everyday life in an English-speaking country. 

 

Section 2 contains two short factual texts focusing on work-related issues (eg. 

applying for jobs, company policies, pay and conditions). 

 

Section 3 contains one longer, more complex text on a topic of general interest. 

Texts are authentic and are taken from notices, advertisements, company handbooks, 

books, magazines and newspapers. 

Question Types for IELT General Reading Training Test 

The IELTS general training reading test contains varieties of questions chosen from the 
following types: multiple choice, identifying information, identifying writer’s 

views/claims, matching information, matching headings, matching features, matching 
sentence endings, sentence completion, summary completion, note completion, table 
completion, flow-chart completion, diagram label completion, short-answer questions. 

https://ghstudents.com/ielts-ghana-registration/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-ghana-registration/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-ghana-registration/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/
https://ghstudents.com/ielts-reading-test/


IELT Reading Marking Scheme 

Each correct answer receives 1 mark. Scores out of 40 are converted to the IELTS 9-

band scale. Scores are reported in whole and half bands. 

 


